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" PRACTICE & IDEAL.

Sir -Matthew Nathan Has given good
sonud advice in his many speeches, but as

> touching the Native question, his views as
given to the Natal Mercury’s representa-
tive, before  leaving -the Colony, express
his deep conviction that the education, or
perhaps it would be better  to say the
kindly improvement, of the] native people
i3 unavoidable, He has wisely pointed out

the general weakness of the human being ¢

“id mnot living up. to the ideals which have
been accepted from great teachers, but to,
which .the goneral practice is often con-,
teary; and it is to this very fact that much

"07 the_trouble arises. - Practices are often

Cfor below the ideals, and the fanltis
“that people go on as though they

~thought of the ideals was, little or no

_walue; that is the mistake that brings
aout so much of the misunderstanding
tiat acts disasterously between the Co-
1pial and the native people. We do not

- infer that the faunltiness.is only on one
s'de, we know that there is much remis.
ness on the part of the native people, but
we ,accept the jinference of Sir Matthew
Nathan that the greater responsibility lies
with the Colonials, hence remedial proba-
gwnda must be initiated by the - Colonials.
The educative method that appeals to  Sir
Matthew Nathan and all who agree with

h'm, is that commonly known as indus-
sirial training especially that of the

s zricultural kind.  In that case there tan

‘be nothirg to fear so far'as the country’s

good ‘is concemed yet, we know, there is
Opposntxon to that by certain men who fear

there will not be enough of the cheap and’

nasty labour to meet their demands; but
sensible men pomt to the ideals and urge
that the- practice be more and more in
agreement with those ideals. If the ideals
of a people are to be held as a mere fiction,
then they will soon find out what it means

to be living under a lie, and they, them. |-
selves, are responsible for the ruin that is -

thus brought about. Sir Mattliew Nathan
has spoken as an earnest and experienced
officer, the philosophy of his meaning will
surely appeal to the better thinkers of
Natal, and therefore itis possxble for the
good a,dwc_e to be acted upon. Man can
steer his ship. The interest of a few should
not. be allowed to obstruct-the welfare of
_the land. The‘ combmed interests of all
persons in the land: 1s the true goal for
sound practice a%rreembly ‘to good ideals.

BLACK and WHITE(?)

A fine sample of Bantu literary ability
is published in the Natal Mercary of the
22nd of Dec.’09. Tt is from our esteemed
friend Mr. C. Kunene, and we venture to
say that it takes first place among the Ba-
ntu literary efforts during the year 1909.
The valuable essay is on the problem known
in this conntry as “the Native Question,”
and Mr. Kunene has shown that there is
sbut cne way, out of the difficulty, namely
by having one code of law for all residents
in South Africa, instead of a compound ef
oddments; indeed when we think the
matter over, wa feel convinced that there

- is no other way out, and that whatever is
iattempted will be simply tentatwe unless
it is put forward as based upon Equity.
It is well known that the plutocratic soph~
isin of difference is necessary, cannot work
on lines of equiﬁy, hence it denios equal
opportunities in matters social and politi-
cal. Mr. Kunens points out the disability
of the problem, butonr part to day is to point
out the nature of the discase that is troub-
ling maukind; not that we think a great
‘effort will be made yet awhile to up-root it,
there will, probably ; need to be much more
hammering at the door of hard-hearted-
ness before sufficient reflection will set in
to'remove the trouble. - The foolish notion
that the native must be kept separate, will
gra lually go out of fashion, thl{}better kind
of Colonials are giving it up not, and were
it not for the slow minds who still cling to
predacious selfism, and Act like a clog o
social progress, the day wonld not he far
off when tlie Cape Colony franchise would

“-be common to all parts of the South. African
Union. The most stalwart opponent of the
one code system, though feeling a bit out
of balane, should remember that heis not
fighting native people but the Majesty that
proclaims the moral law. “Asye measure,
so shall it be measured to you again.” It
is best for. all concerned to know exactly
how they-stand, it must not be mere igno-
rance that shall stand in the way, but de-

1{!;3mt@ hostility shat shall provide its own

_the forlorn, it shows a nobleness of charac-

| should 'not. be forgotten because they are

cure. We thank Mr. Kunene for his va
luable artiéle_ in behalf of his nation; and:
think well “of the Mercury for publishing
it, it is to the credit of the British - people
and -we hope it will be well read and
digested so that the outcome will be of
great good in the near future.

NAT!VES RURAL HOLDINGS
NO. 6.

The question lias arisen asto whether
‘such a proposal could be approved by gentle-
men in authority, to which we have given
an emphatic affirmative; and now in ad-
dition we have to refer questxonms to the
definetereply given by Sit Matthew Nathan
to the Natal Mercury’s Representative. as
follcws:—“The agricultural Jeducation of
the ‘Native naturally led to the question
of land policy, and in regard to this matter
His Excellency s('ud—An incentive fer
“greater agricultural efficiency would be
mdlmdu'ﬂ tenure of land. - At present the
Native i¢ not interested in cultivating in
the best way the land temporally allotted
to- him. He will be when that land is his
own—when he feels secure on it. The
well cultivated land.will lead to the well-
built house, and agricultural to industrial
efficiency. The scnse of property will en-
gender the desire for security, and the Na-
.,txve will share the European’s interest’
in the maintenance of order. But indiv i
dual tenure will have a more immediate ;
effect in thelweakening of the chief’s power.
With the lands no longer tribal, the chief
as an alloter of them ceascs to exist, and
heloses a great source of his power. Otber
sources, his leadership in war and his po
sition of .judge, are also going from him ;
andjwhile the Government makes its Indu«
nas into chiefs, it also lowers its chiefs to
Indunas. The gradual doing way with the
tribal systein ‘vas recommended by the
“Nativo Affairs Commission of 1903, and is !
I believe, a sound principle.” This should ; ,
be sufficient answer to all who have doubts J
qn the subject. It may scem strange that
Natives approve of this, bat wemay say
that Natives are not necessarilly foolish,
they know that they must go with the times
and are preparing to do so.

'REMEMBER THE FORLORN!

Mr. Josiah Mapumulo’s letter in the
Natal Mercury has opened up the way for
the return of the exiles from St. Helena .
The argument put forward by him cannot
be sef aside, to attempt to refute it, would
only damage the position of those who
would:  withhold libarty from the : pcor
follows who were led astray, We are glad
Mr. Josiah Mapumulo has ventured to take
the part of champion and to stand up for

the little .ones of the poor might he over
16oked, so a champion like Mr, Evans is
needed to stand up for them. .

LOVEDALE COLLEGE DEPART MENT
1910.

. 'The Entrance Iixamination of the Col-
lege Department will be held at Lovedale
on February 25. .

Four bursaries, cach of tho value of
sixty pounds, (£20 a year for three years,
subject to good conduct,) will be awarded
on the results of this examination.

Intending candidates should make appli-
cation for admission on the special forms
whi¢ch may be obtained from the Princi-
pal, College 'Dep:irtmenb, Lovedale, who
“will also be- glad to give information as
to fees, classes, speéial courzes, ete. -

No application for admission will be
consldewd after February 20,

Hislory of the Zulus

REV. A. T. BRYANT.
(ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.)
17. THE STORY,0F TIIE NEIGIBOUR
ING CLANS—TIIE TONGAS,

1L

It’s a long way from Tongas to cats; like-
wise from Tongas .to locusts. But Zulu
imaginaticn covers the distance in one
flicht. 'T'o the king of the Tongas and the
little tabby cat it aflixes the one zoological
label Maxcose. How itaccomplishes that
feat, and how the Tongas are eoncerned
with locusts, we slmll see later on,

That cats were denizens of the primeval
forest long ages before the Negrogenetic
dwarf invaded Afriea, none will éare to
gainsay. That cats wore known to the
aboriginal Bantu family even prior to its,
breaking-up in East Central Africa, three
or four thousand years ago, attested by
the fact that the same nominal root (which,
nmoreover, does not appear to be onomato-
poetlc) occars in divers forms, unniver-
sally throughout Bantuland, from onec ex-
tromity to the other (thus, Swahili, Paxa;
Comora Islands, »-rana; Rua, LU-BaKa;

'1;A.) The commoner Pantu term, however,
scems’ to be NYAWo, in one or other of its
various/ drosses. This i3 obviously ono-
mn‘topo?,ftic; as was also the ancient Egypt-
ian »ay. IEnpassant we may observe that

Lthe circumstance of these Egyptians

’hs@vin’g interpreted the cat’s cry, like our-
selves, with an » (thus, ‘mew,” »av,) and
not with an w, asall trie Afvicans are
went -to do (thus Zulu Nyawo, ete.) pro-
vides a neat little philological argument,

ter that any nation might be proud of;
and we shall wait and watzh for those
who may oppose this suggested act of
charity.  Those poor fellows at St. Helena

~.

far away. The suggestion is very oppor-
tune, inasmuch as Sir Matthew Nathan is
‘leaving the Colony, and thehew order of
things under the Union is at hand. To (
the  gentlemen af the head of the Native
Affair’s Office, the suggested ach of kind-
ness would be very becoming, and would
cortainly voflect Judrrement on their pn‘b
That it: would have a good effact on the
native mind is beyond question, Webope
the repatriation of our unfortunates will
not he deferred for the Union Parliament
to deal with, for- that body will have
plenty to occupy its time and therefore it
might be an act of consideration to clear
up the detail and remiinder of that
wictched litble rebollion. Tt Natal enter
practically into the Uuion 'with a clear
sheet, that must redown to the ablllty and
credit of all who have had anything to do
in governing the case. '

KYNOCH'S RESPONS!BIL!T[ES.

Mr. M. S. Evans has done well in calling
the attention of the Legisl ative Aszembly
to the doing of a sacred duty to the widows
and o"pm,us of thoae m2n who losb their
lives while on duty at Kynochs. The case
is one of those that mighbignore tha claims
of the dependents of the native man who
accepted the assm_:m_lce' of the firm’s officers
that there we:e no riské as every precai-
tion was faken to prevent™ explosions.
Nutarally for its own sake, the firm has
taken greab precaution, bub the explosion.
took place,  through incautiousness .on
somabody’s part; and as the firm is ro.
sponsible for the dea1sof its servants while
on duby and in connaszbion with its work,
it follows that it is- reesponsible to all
losers on that account. Mr. Evans will do

and cau assure the connbry, tha,t; just re

if, indeed, any be still needed—that this
wonderful and mysterious Niloti¢ race was
not primarily of African extrastion.

On the other hand, that the cat was

ever kept in a domestic state by the an- |

cient” Egypt, isby no means so sure. If
porchance it was, then the Kafirs, in their
rambles about the continent, must have
left their cats behind; for with them the
cat, as a domestic»institut'ion, is quite a
modern -importation; and the 1mPaxa

they brought along with them as an wgly |

tradition, never suggested itself t5 then
as a desirable: pet. Instead of crecting
temples in its honour, after the manner of
the famous people on the Nile, the Kafirs
weroc of one mind with the mediwval
European, in that they shuaned the
animil as an emissary of thie Evil One—
the commou familiar of every unTakarI
or wizard., 'I'he professors of the black
art are said, even to-day, to habitually
rotain an 1MPAkA of this kind, generally
kept hidden out of sight in the hinder
recesses of their hut, for the express pur-
pose of despatching him at night to any
particular kraal, in order to gather there
from stray tatters of boly.-wear (1z1DwE-
pwr.) These seraps of soiled apparel ave
then carefully-preserved by the umTaxari
in a special pot (uMPANDAZEWULE) con-
cealed away in the adjacent bush or out
on the veldt, and ave valued for the pre-
cious particlos of bady-dirt wlheunw there-
to, which, ds oceasion require is capable of
being employed as a pateat charm against
its original ownor. The presence of an
rPAKy in any  krad is and was conse-
quently tantamount to a conviction of
witehery, anl infallibly l)mit;hﬁ,i(xs owner
to the end of the impaling stickf—1s many
luckless amalaxary, reu and imginavy,
have painfully expzeieacad from Shaka's
day to this. :
Nuncdemum tempora muatantur et mores
in. iliis. Sullenly the domostic eat he.
comes . an agrecible inmnate in every Zulu
kraal. Who wrought this wondvous trans-
formation? Whence eamsz the cats? We

well to follow up the quest uatil he knows, | shall see. What physical difference was
noted between this newly imported-swecies /
paration has been made, - Tho feav is that [ and the traditional 1MP2x4 of such an- &

Nkonde, 3mixa; yao, s-Baky; Zuly, 10-ra-

hallowed fame, none could tell; for wild-

cats of the true 1rPaxa type, being not

indigenous to these rogions, were quite

beyond the ken of the presentrace of
Zulus. But certainly the harmless, friend:
ly, aye! serviceable habits of this new
arrival sufficiently proved it, in the Zulu
mind, to bé a totally different creaturo.
Hence its "presence was welcomed, and it
was honoured hy the creation of a brand
new - title, spacially invented for its own
distinction—it was christened Maxcopr
king of the MTongas! Soon followed the
happy days of Mpande, wherein not only
cats were permitted to multiply in peace,
Jbut the younger generations of Zulus were

".
I

free to travel abroad and see the world
Then was it that their eyes were opencd

pet of every Iumope‘m houschold. T[ler
true fatherland havmo thus been found, !
her Dbarborous nickname was forthwith |

Eng. ‘ats’).

The bitterest lamentation ever (11':1\\'113
from the lips of man by that ineradicable |
curse of the carth termed locusts, was '

probably that uttered over them by the
ancient prophet, Joel: and he (hew right-
eously, we known ot) boldly laid the charge ‘
of their comlun on the Lovd who ‘sent them |

any.ambiguity attaching to soshocking an
accusation, explain that the lord ‘who sont
the locusts’ was in reality none other th: m

—was said to lic in the fact that theit dis- |
appearance was coincident with that king’s ;

divine; so it was decided they must have
been Duried with him.  When he and his
property went down into the grave, we are
not told; but the Portuguese records inform '
as that in the yoar 1823, he was still quite | :
vigorously alive, and was withal a very
amiable 0entlemsm May - be the locusts |
meb w ith by Captain Gardiner, when trav- }
ersing Zululand and the Transkei in 18353, ’|
were portions of his swarms; so that pre.
sumably he himself was cven still then
existent, directing their operations.
However, a long tx(uce was granted the
Zulu country soon after that year; so that
a whole generation was able to grow up
and pass away without so much ascver
having beheld. this tm_) but unconguerable il
enemy. Until at length there agpeared !
anothor unholy personage of the Tonga
ilk, yelept Queen Long-breasts (MAaBELE: |
mapk), who conceived the impious idea of I
digging up from their burial-place the
locusts that had gone down to Sheol with ;

and the umLuyeu. .Such was the origin
of this present invasion, which the com-
bined Governments of South Africa are
even now striving to overcome in vain,

PRIZE ESSAY COMPETITION.

OPENTO ALL»NATIVES OIrsouTH
AFRICAN BITRIIL.

Two prizes of £ aad £2 10s. re
spectively, are. offered by Mrv. C. I?
Tatnton for the best and next best
essays on the quastion: —

Is it desirable to cncourage the
raclal dcvdopment of the Natives of-
South/Ah ic, soclally, commerclally,

olltléal]y and terrltorlally, apart
from the white people?

The object of the competlon Is to
draw out from thoughtful Natives
thelr views on South African Native
Pollicy. Arguments for and agatlust
gegregation should be dlscussed, and
in case that.polley I3 not (Lpproved
an alternativeshould lie put forward,
backed by reasons of its adoptlou.

Essays, which may be written in
Eoglish, Xosa or-Sesuto, should be
carefully coandeansed, and must not
exceed 4000 words. They should be
addressed tothe Edltm . The Chrlstian
IExpress Liovedale, Cape Colony, (Lud
must reach him on oer before Jlst
March, 0. Al essays- bmcln be
come the property of the donur of the.
prizes who will act as Jud ¢ together
with ths Bditor of the Bxpres.

'Wa{@%ae@

Wanted twvmarr.ed mmle
teacher, holding first ciass
teacher's Certificate,toopen
the School atBLAUTW-"
BOSCH ILAAGTE, on the 1
st Febraary 1910

Uppy without delay Zo

RET. W. CLIIE,

BOX 2

NEIVCASILE, ;

' Imbila )CSW(,]A umsila
'bho mane, /m/17\m nant /mtombl
Sisikelda izinsizwa nama kosazana kakulu ezemi

Muknqam kmw of the Tongas! ‘The evi- H]UHVLI
« Nabafuna uku sheshiselwa imisiko >

dence  of. this,—all incontrovertible iy the f ShddO zawo makotl.
opinion of these reputedly so logical peaple, yabo yemishado nokunye sibenzela ngosuku lunye.”

Isitolo setu sikulu abantu baya sheshiselwa nje ngoku

doath. Whither they had gone none could . tanda kwabo K\WA NGOBA MAKOSI 1 13 Field Strect,

- Durban. Wozani Ndenam Nizozi

‘hlolela impahla yezi nhlobo zonke.

her departed hushand, or haply ancestor, |
and of sending them forth ancew to work ! §
devastation in the lands of the Kafir and | §

and the discovery made that plushy, purr. !J I d u B AN
ing Pussy was none other than the nationa [ M Ie t', "
]
.cast aside, and he once more assumed hoer [
rightful title of 1Kart (“uluized from of I genanl a a l
N )
; PY S .
= = 0Zani INONKeE.

Siti ku bantu ake bazo zi bonela nje esinako ngalesi
among you.” The Zulus, as if to remove ! SI] ati ku a cwele Illml)dhld zika. kisimusi zezi IlthbOl’lthbO.~
ngoku yale zela Wozani bobaba,
Umsiko wetu -udhlus

Nanso intando pela.

KWA___

| Stuttaford & Co., —T—

CAPE TOWN.

i . . . IZINHLOBO EZIMBILI

| Ezimnyama Zamadoda

REAL BOX CALF DERBY,

(Si njenga lomfanekiso)

Weefed soles Round Toe,

Ezamadoda Tan Real Willow

CALF DERBY

(S njenga lomfanckiso)

Senziwe ngesikumbha esi  shukiwe
Sendhlalelwe ngaso nase

ngapantsi.
zitwenl,

KWA

Stuttatord & Co, =

CAPE TOWN.
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